
LazyChops V4
Jacobsen Art Glass - waynejacobsen@yahoo.com

Stay current and informed about tools helpful to kiln glass artist 
by subscribing to Jacobsen Art Glass on Youtube 

Thank you for inquiring about or purchasing my cane and murrini chopper. Each 
chopper is aligned and pre-tested before shipping. Each LazyChops comes with two 
metric wrenches, and a spare blade. The chopper has been calibrated and tested before 
shipping. If you have any problems please notify me ASAP.

The chopper should be mounted on a solid bench and secured with a clamp(s) to keep 
the chopper from traveling during operation and/or falling to the floor when inadvertently 
pulled by a child/adult or bumped. You can also bolt it to a table using three holes in the 
base. LazyChops has a footprint of 9” W x 10” L X 10” H (17” H with handle extended) 
and weighs 21 LB.  Also install the guard when chopping/cutting glass and AWAYS 
WEAR SAFETY GLASSES, and shoes that cover you feet/toes. NEVER place your 
fingers under or between the carbide blades. A piece of cane that is a bit to long, should 
be cut with a pair of hand nippers, See my video on cane holders for stubby pieces. 
KEEP your fingers away from the cutting discs. 

The chopper can cut cane that varies from 1/8" to 1/2" in diameter. However, cane larger 
than 3/8" may tend to shatter. The shattering is caused by stress within the cane due to 
stresses from not annealing after pulling from the pot. The composition/color of the cane 
may also influence whether a piece of murrini will shatter and/or if it cuts easily. A 
measuring gauge taped to the base provides a simple way to visually measure and cut 
consistent lengths of cane. Most cane when chopped will travel  (eject) about 5-6" 
horizontally to the right and can be collected in an open container like a shoe box or a 
bent vacuum  hose, a  aluminum vent pipe (see photo). Don't devise a measuring gauge 
that restricts the cane from ejecting like butting against a stop, which makes sense but, 
five times out of ten it will jam the cut cane. 

The cutting discs are made of tempered tungsten carbide steel and are subject to shattering because they are brittle. If needed, use 
a metric Allen head wrench (provided) to remove the metric 6mm screw and install a new blade. Replacement blades can be bought 
online by looking for;  7/8” tungsten carbide blades like: QEP 10117 Tile Cutter Replacement Cutting Wheel, 7/8-Inch. Harbor Freight 
sells tile nippers you can get two blades from. One extra blade is supplied with the LazyChops. Blades are considered an 
expendable item. There is no way of predicting life. I’ve only broke two blades due to dropping on a concrete floor and accidentally 
hitting one with a hammer. All other blades including the original prototype LazyChops is still going strong.

If you have not already done so, losses the set screw looting the handle during shipment (top right side). It is possible to adjust the 
orientation of the chopper pull handle for better leverage. As shown in the photos, use the supplied metric Allen head wrench and 
remove the shaft collar on the left. Pull the shaft out to disengage the gears and rotate to a new location. When the handle is in a 
better location, replace the collar and tighten the set screw. Do not over tighten the set screw.

If the cutting wheel gets dull, use the supplied metric Allen head  wrench to 
loosen the set screw and rotate the wheel a degree to a new position. I mark each 
position as I rotate the wheel so I know what 
part was used. I’ve never had to change a blade, however, unseen defects may 
cause a blade to crack. Do not overly tighten the screw as it may crack the carbide 
wheel. Snug plus is good. The blade should not be free wheeling. I’m constantly 
improving LazyChops, so your’s may look different than the ones in the photos. Rest 
assure all LazyChops perform.
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